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Secretary SHERMAN appears to think that 


ieoedie man can answer unfavorable criti- | 


‘cism from a public journal by alleging’ per- 


‘sonal malice or disappointed -cupidity on the |: 


ert of its conductors, “Mr. SaERMAN 
‘ought to know that. such a line of defense 
suggests merely & very low. moral tone 
‘on. the. part of the “man who’ resorts 


, and the law at once, ‘and 
then to exercise the one and repudiate the 
other, isnot the conduct of honorable men. 


+0 it, just as the ridiculous and  inipertinent |’. 


‘tirade ‘of his brother-in-law suggested 9 
somewhat damaged reputation on the part of 
that worthy person. When Mr. Saenman 
‘ charaeterizes the. course of THe Tres to- 
ward ‘him as. “‘an infamous’ system of 
libeling,”’ he -“metély' uses the. lan- 
‘guage of wf he political trickster, 
‘about whom ~ the - only .~ mistake 
‘made by Toe Times was in trying him by 
‘the standards recognized among honest men.. 
When Mr. _ Smenman goes further, ‘and 
charges that the course of ‘Tus Timms may 
be explained by. reference. to his denial 
to it _ of’ exclusive “news privileges, 
and to his breaking up. of “‘‘a — sys- 
tem ..of. free ~permits,’’: under. which 
its chief proprietor’ ‘‘ had ‘pecuniary profit 
and advantage,’ he merely ‘states a ‘false- 
hood: which is as Judicrous as it is 
idiotic, "When Mr." Smekman has ‘con- 
‘cluded the investigation now ‘im progress 
of every Oustom-house entry -of. arti- 
cles. ‘‘prima facie dutiable’’ which have 


‘been landed without payment of~ duty 


during the last ten years by. all the travelers 
bearing the name of Jonzs, we shall gladly 


jAend him the dolumns of Taz Tinces to give 


the: public the benefit: of his discoveries. 
Meanwhile, any. ‘lying and. °* calumny ”’ 
which are ‘being resorted to are entirely 


his own. 
eran 


A QUESTION. OF HONOR. 
‘Tam Trors ‘has never advocated or sup- 
ported: the-adoption by State Conventions 
choosing delegates to a ‘National Convention 
of what is known as the unit rule. The 
principle of district representation, reflect- 
ing the choice of immediate constituencies, 
is, in. our opinion, more. republican, and,’ if 
uniformly followed, every way more. expe- 
‘dient, than thatof a general representation of 
the sentiment of’ State. But to oppose 
the. adoption of “a rule is a very 
different . matter from - kicking against 
it ‘after it bas been adopted and its 
binding force acknowledged. In this State 
‘all the delegatesto the nation’l nominating 
assembly of the Republican Party are chosen 
by the State Convention, and receive their. in- 
structions from it, and are not, as in some 
other States, appointed by independent dis- 


‘trict conventions. —That is the plan long ago 


adopted and never yet abandoned: At the 


“Utica Convention -this year, in accordance 


with the usuah, custom, the district delega- 


‘tions were requested to agreé upon repre-\ 


seritatives to the Chicago gathering from 
their ‘several districts, and to report their. 
mames ‘‘for the action. of the convention.” 
Theoretically, it was in the power of the con- 
vention to accept or reject them. 

‘denied this, but many. claimed that, as a 


‘matter, of ‘expediency: and of honor, they 


should in all cases ‘be accepted. In point of 
fact they were, but ‘the resolution had. al- 
ready been adopted instructing the delegates 
to Chicago to work together for the nomina- 
tion of Gen. Grant... This instruction hay- 
ing been already agreed to, it was presumed 


that all delegates accepting the commission 


of the convention would abide by it. But 


«political 


from the Utica: Convention -undér a pledge 
to “thwart, the purpose for which it was 
given ‘and accepted. His argument.’ in 
regard to’ the -expediency of the unit. rule 
would® have ‘been, sound prior. to .the 
State Convention. ‘It. would ‘be'sound any 
time asa mere matter of theory, but the 
question in - regard to it as a rule of action 
has been settled for every man who accepted 
from the Utica Convention a commission to 


represent the Republican Party of this State 


‘at Chicago. ‘The case of Mr. Woopmy, who 


announced his defection in the Senate yes- 
terday, ‘is still worse. He was loud and 
earnest in his protestations. of . honor 
at Utica, “ and mow. he seeks, . by 
laborious. arguments, to show that ~- he 
has & higher obligation to the Congressional 
district. upon whose votes he is dependent 
for political advancement. He accepted a 

pledge, indeed, but from one who. had no 
riglit te exact it.. He‘accepted it voluntarily, 
even with a.display of zeal, but -he*will not 
keep it. Yet if he shoul ‘be. troubled with 
compunctious visitings he will simply dodge 
the responsibility and throw upon his alter- 
nate, who .is not annoyed by a conscience, 
the task of throwing honor to the winds and 
following inclination instead. 


PUBLIC RIGHTS IN PUBLIC BUSI- 
NESS. 

The correspondence recently published by 
THe Traces: with reference to. certain con- 
tracts obtained'or sought from the Treasury 
by a Cincinnati adventurer, in connection 
with arelative of the Secretary of the. Treas- 
ury, havea significance: quite apart from, 
and beyond, that which many of’ our 
contemporaries attach to it. That it is not 
calctilated to further the nomination of Mr. 
SHERMAN. is evident; that it has disturbed 
both the temper and the judgment of that 
gentleman and ‘his . brother-in-law, is plain, 
fromthe petulant and impertinent explana- 
tions which they respectively offer. to the pub- 
lie; “but that its interest lies in the influence 
which it has exerted on the political for- 


| tunes of the Secretary of the Treasury is by 


no means true, It is much more interesting 
as an illustration of the perversion, not to 
say the corruption, of business . methods 
which has. grown: up in the transac- 
tion of Government affairs, and of the atmos- 
phere of. intrigae and jobbery which it 
shows prevailing in the most extensive, the 
most important, and the most purely busi- 
ness department of the Government.’ The 
contract which was actually obtained, it is 
urged by Mr. Suenman’s apologists, 
was a small one, and was given out 
in strict compliance with the law, which 
left no discretion to the authorities of the 
Treasury, As a matter of fact, the law 
doés leave a certain discretion to the depart- 
ment—a. discretion . that’ is probably 
necessary, but. is. capable of. abuse. 
But it, is-; not the amount of 
‘the contract,’ nor. is it, the  man- 
ner in which the law. was technically com- 
plied with, that is especially noteworthy in 
this case; it is*the manner in which it was 
‘obtained, the spirit in which it. was, carried 
out, and the fact that it was intended as the 
thin edge: of a wedge which the’ Ohio con- 
tractor -and his silent partners hoped and 
expected to drive deep into the doors of the 
Treasury vaults. 

Why should contracts with the Government 
for the performing of certain well-defined 
‘business demanding ordinary capital,skill,and 
resources; require to be sought by ‘means of 
attorneys at Washington, enjoying intimate 
family < relations with high officers ? 
Why" ‘should “their etijoyment involve’ 
the’ necessity «of representing one 
contractor as. a. ‘Conkling < man,” 
the caréful Cloaking of one of the parties in 
ns eb cha title of “attorney,” 

general injunction to “find out what 
shay ‘° pirate the: brother-in-law 
_ want, ‘done.’”’..in regard to 
‘matters’? Why, again, 
one of the ‘contractors Ihave long talks 


| the Secretary, ‘anid come away, satisfied that 


‘he can have whatever he wants in | 
the  Custom-house ‘o 


at Washington or. ‘elsewhere which the Com- 


ingore Correspondenge discloses, to secure con- 
tracts with the Government, and. there would 


opened with such profuse pan in this 


direction should be found mixed up in so 


much that is hopelessly inconsistent with 
those promises. Fj 
Sea arrears 
BUNCOMBE IN OHIO.  . 
Chairman Hund, detailed ‘to fire the heart 
of the Ohio Daiocary: in convention, the 
other day, made what wouldbe. called in 


specimen ‘buricombe speech. ‘There are cér- 
tain: catch-words and phrases which” are 
used- again and again by orators like 
Hvugp, and which never wear out;. that is to 
say, they never will be more. worn than they 
arenow. For example, the orator said that 
all eyes would -be turned to Ohio in breath- 


Jess suspense, Leaving out the incongruity 


of eyes being breathiggs, does not everybody 
see that this is one of the time-honored fig- 
ures of speech which have’ been used so 
many times that they are now classic? The 
buncombe. orator who wishes. to. rouse 
his. hearers invariably: tells them that 
the eyes of thé world, or at. the 
very least, the eyes of the nation, will be 
upon them, and that the people are hang- 
ing. breathless on the result, If his audi- 
ence do not vote for Snifkins for Town 
Constable, then. all is lost. But. the: Ohio 
orator would not believe that all: would. be 
lost. He had in his fellow-citizens a: confi- 
dence which warranted him in saying that 
something or another, it is impossible to say 
exactly what, would “‘ start .in motion the 
tide which will sweep with resistless flood to 
victory the national standard-bearers of the 
Democratic Party.’’ It is. ever thus: There 
is always @ resistiess flood, and it ‘is continu- 
ally sweeping on to victory, except when it 
is sweeping ‘“‘ the other fellow ’’\down to 
perdition. This is the slang of politics. 
But the really ludicrous incongruity be- 
tween Ohio professions and Ohio practices, 
in the Democratic Party, is most apparent 
when the flery orator attempts to rouse his 
listeners by “dragging out’ the ‘fathers ‘-of 
‘the grand old party,’’ as they are fond of 
calling one of the. most corrupt and treagon- 
able political organizations which ever ex- 
isted in any country. Mr. Huxp, in his 
great speech, reiterated what he said were 
the Democratic battle-cries of 1798. And 
these, he informed the world, “are hal- 
lowed by She immortal lips which uttered 
them.” ‘This is a good phrase. . The howl- 
ing Democrat of 1880 is naturally pleased’ to 
think that he has a battle-cry which is hal- 
lowed ‘by immortal lips, ‘although he 
cannot ‘tell, . for. the. life. of. him, 
whose lips ‘were immortal, or © why 
the cry is hallowed. What he wants Js 
catia & plenty of them. The Ohio 
asst a not care a fig for any man’s 
lige, so long as he can get a chance 
to draw something from the public Treasury 
without rendering an ‘equivalent. .The last 
Democratic Legislature of. Ohio, although 
its.members had been chosen after @ liberal 
use of the ‘‘ battle-cries hallowed by immortal 


lips,” “debauched the public morals of the. 


State, corrupted public institutions, and in a 
mad-race forthe spoils, so scandalized the 


citizens of Ohio, that the State was carried. 


by the Republicans at the very next election. 
If these were the principles which were, ac- 
cording to Mr. Hurp, ‘‘ incarnated in ‘the 
administration of the National Government 
for nearly a century,’’ the party was: not 
driven out of powers day too' soon. 
Nevertheless, the Ohio Democracy, which 
has not yet f itself from the .ecan- 


| long-promised Anti-Third- 


pies apne en faith and prin- 


-ciples of the founders of the Republic. 


erence 
e203 HENDERSON CONVENTION. 
Gen. Jomx. B. HENDERSON has held his 


It was, on the whole; @ nice, quiet little 
convention, consisting of four ‘assorted 


| Germans,’ a: - earefully-sglected Pole; Gen. 


HENDERSON, ‘and a “number of persons 
heretofore more or less «closely _con- 
nected with the Republican’ Laci dl meee 
is, however, one ssi ease nes 
may be made against gun trea re 
professed to be called aglely for. the’ purpose 
of expressing Gen. Hanprrson’s horror of 
the wickedness of any’ proposal to re-elect a 
President’ for a third time. /'The speeches 
made. ‘inthe convention: and. the resolutions 


Democratic circles a great speech. It was’a ‘adopted: by it were full of holy indignation 


against a third term. | ‘In fact, the convention 
called itself the “‘ Anti-Third-Term Conven- 
tion,” ‘and there are many innocent people 
who believe that a majority of its members 
were actually in earnest: in pretending that 
because Gen. WasHrneton was unwilling to 
spend his ‘whole life im the public service, 
therefore ,the people of the United States 
have no right to elect the man of their choice 
to the Presidency. Now, in point of fact, 
opposition to a third term was merely a pre- 
text for holding the convention. Its real ob- 
ject. was to assist. Gen. HanpmRson in per- 
forming the operation popularly called “ get- 
ting square.” with Gen. Grawr. The insin- 
cerity and lack of ‘courage with which the 
convention suppressed its true purpose, and, 
instead of adopting a resolution to the effect 
that it is the duty of all.patriots to assist 


.Gen. “HenpErson in “‘ getting square” with 


Gen. Grant, spent its time in’ babbling of 
third.terms, cannot bat injure it in the esti- 
mation of all honest men, +. 

The history of Gen. H=npERSON’s griev- 
ance being less interesting to the public than 
it isto Gen. HenpExson himself, has passed 
somewhat. out of general recollection. ‘In 
1875; he. was retained by the Attorney-, 
General to. assist in the prosecution of the so- 
sein Whisky Ring of St.. Louis, and his 

tment was approved-by the President, 
attholagh: for some years Gen, HENDERSON 
had been. Gen, Grawr’s, bitter ‘and persist- 
ent enemy. . In the course of the trial which 
soon after took place at. St. Louis, Gen. Han- 


| DERSON went out of his way to insult the 
| President, by intimating, without-a shadow 


of evidenee, that Gen, Giawr ‘was an accom- 
plice of the Whisky Ring, and was, in plain 


words, a Gefrauder and. @ thief: For this 


offense he was dismissed promptly from the 
service of the Governiient;. but. it was 0 
clearly evident to everybqdy. that the Presi- 
dent could not, . with any. self-respect, do. 
otherwise than dismiss him, that. Gen. Hun- 
DERSON was uhable to. successfully pose as a 
martyr. ‘The prospect of the approaching 
nomination of Gen. Grant has excited Gen. 
Huwperson to employ all his energies in 
‘‘ getting square” with the ex-President. 
As the Missouri. Republicans do not show 
any desite for Gen. HENDERSON'S services, 
it is Obvious that, in the contingency df Gen. 
Gkawr’s election, he will be unable to re- 
enter public life asa Republican. That in 
these circunistances he should do his utmost 
to prevent Gen. Grant’s nomination is, per- 
haps, very, natural; | but we have e right to | 
sak #iat lie shall frankly avow his true ob- 
ject; 'an@ not attempt to ¢losk Ins purpose of 
private revenge with the’ pretense of « horror 
ofa third term. 

In dpite of the cate with which any men- 
tion of Gen. Hiexpersdn’s grievance was 
avoided ‘by the convention, the wild desire to’ 
‘« get square” with Gen; GRANT, regardless | 
of: everything else, was unmistakably re- 
vealed. ‘The temporary Chairman, Mr. E. C. 
er oa jg airaaneseessgeinel | 
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States compete directly with the ented ore 
and.ate #0 expenstye that tt requires the double 
event of a failure of the Chinese cotton crop and’ 
bad times in this eountry to make the sale of them 


ter, but itcan scarcely be accepted as conclusive. 
The poverty of the famine years probably does ex- 
plain the decrease in the aggregate consumption of 
cotton, but that the demand for the high-priced, 


their cost. Again, much of the correspondents 
letter is-devotedto contradicting the statements of 
the British’Congul at Chefoo, who very pointedly 
declared. that it ‘was quite true that nobody 


as cloth to a people who knew so much about sell- 
ing water as silk, and cactus leaves and fron-filings 
as tea. ‘As between the correspondent and the 
Conanl, it. might be- hard to decide, but in the last 

of reports upon the China trade every one 
of.thé Consul’s colleagues, who touched upon the 
subject, made statements similar to his—a unanim- 
ity which is really surprising when it is considered 


ees uae eon unio 
sare also peld: very large: salaries’ in 


etter paid that the members of the United States 
Court, but their salaries are. vastly below 
Shane oc Oe Rese TeAnee- 


EE 
_ Meu Looe Sroms, 1s she insists on calling 
called, furnished a recent para- 
graph for then because she had been 


dale of ite Insane Asylum and Penitentiary | 0 tted 


with | 


invited to ‘let them be agrcratam 


Ppranrdrbockecrken apis oueing wil 


Li Spey SPOS 
x and his pak ta 


00 men gave in thelr names as ° out of work,” ba 
was offered and a free pass on the raflroad ‘te ‘and 


policy of too progressive statesmen like Sir Jviivs 
Voast. The persons to bear the brunt will not be 
the working men but the tax-payers. The debt 
fs enormous, and if, in addition to the interest 
upon, it, the taxpayer has to keep those who 
won't work. except on their own tere Mee 
have a nice time of it. 


or OO 


GENERAL NOTES ~~ 
The Hon. M. C. George, Republican candi 


} date for Congress in Oregon, is- to canvass the 


State thoroughly before the élection in. June. | J 

has served in the Senate of the State two termsi 
The lower jawbone of a mastodon has heen 
found in a -send bar She ee 
miles from Kearney, Néb., and further 9 ae 
Me wet 


side of banks and capitalists, have. taken. «lar aes 
Teind then shoes Of aay Site. Sette 
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